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Before a Hurricane

Are your home, business, family members and employees 
prepared this hurricane season? Use this comprehensive 
checklist to ensure that you have everything in order. That 
way, when a hurricane is approaching, you're ready to act. 

Communication
Make sure you're set up to receive emergency alerts at ready.gov/alerts 

Create, share and print a family communication plan that includes all family 
members' locations throughout the day and an out-of-town central contact

Develop a preparedness and evacuation plan for your business and employees

Decide where you will meet up if separated from members of the household

Have your evacuation kit ready to go—consider plastic bins with lids, so items won't get 
wet. Consider keeping it in your vehicle, so you're ready at all times.

Food for three days and can opener, if 
needed

Water—one gallon per person for 
three days

Flashlight and batteries

Whistle

Matches

First aid kit

Prescriptions and medications

Personal hygiene items, including 
face masks and hand sanitizer, baby 
care items, and anything specific to 
your family

Mobile phone charger 
(cordless, if possible)

Supplies

Important documents in a waterproof 
bag (passports, proof of address, birth 
certificates, social security cards, pet 
medical and vaccination records)

Battery-powered radio

Extra cash

Change of clothes for each family 
member

Rain gear and sturdy shoes

Bedding

Towels and wipes

Quiet games, comfort items and 
reading materials

Irreplaceable items
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Stay up to date throughout hurrricane season. 
Sign up for ICAT bulletins as potential catastrophes develop at 
https://www.icat.com/storms/catastrophe-email-sign-up 

Pets
Ensure that your evacuation center accepts pets

Keep collars with ID tags on

Update contact information associated with microchips

Have carriers, crates, leashes, bowls, food and medications ready

At Home
Confirm that your nearest shelter will be open and map out an 
evacuation route 

Keep your gas tank at least half full at all times

If you have a generator or gas grill, ensure that you have fuel on hand and stored 
safely

Take photos and create and inventory of items in your home

Make sure your wind insurance coverage is up to date

At Work
Map out an evacuation route for employees 

Ensure that any outdoor furniture and equipment is put away or secured

Take photos and create and inventory of furnishings, equipment 
and stock

Place important documents high o� the floor or in waterproof 
bags or bins

Make sure your commercial wind insurance is up to date and that you have coverage 
in place to survive without income for at least a year

When a Warning Comes
Put away items, such as bicycles, lawn furniture and propane tanks that can do 
damage if the wind picks them up

If you don't have storm shutters, nail plywood to the outside of window frames to 
protect you from shattered glass

Turn o� utilities and unplug appliances

Pay attention to alerts and follow local instructions for evacuating safely

https://www.icat.com/storms/catastrophe-email-sign-up
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